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We’re happy to meet YOU.



WHAT WE’LL COVER

     THE TIME & MONEY?
How long does it take to
print and what’s the cost?

WHAT NOT TO DO 
Tips to avoid common 

mistakes

 THE BASICS  
 Book Formatting + our 

7 point checklist 



            WRITING &
            ILLUSTRATING

1

            BOOK
            FORMATTING

2

           PRINTING3

          SELLING4

Where are YOU 
in the journey? 

TALK IT OUT
WRITE IT OUT
DRAW IT OUT

HAND IT OFF 
OR DO IT YOURSELF?

GET QUOTES
GET PHYSICAL PROOF

IN-HAND & READY TO SELL

TELLING YOUR STORY

PREPARING PRINT READY FILES

CHOOSING A PRINTER

RECEIVING YOUR BOOKS! 



 Let’s Talk 
Book Formatting



NO YES

CHOOSE SIZE OF YOUR BOOK (TRIM)
BUILD OUT PAGES USING DESIGN TOOLS

LAY OUT TEXT & ARTWORK
EDIT

CREATE FINAL COVER ART
PREPARE ART and TEXT FILES for print

BOOK FORMATTING: YOU HAVE TWO CHOICES

NO

 DIY
  DO IT

YOURSELF

 HIDFY
HAVE IT

DONE FOR
YOU 

EXPORT YOUR PRINT-READY 
PDF FILES

A B



THE BEST DECISION IS (ALMOST)
ALWAYS...

 HIRE A PRO
have it done for you



www.mcrlprinting.com/hire-a-pro/

have it done for you



  Keys 
to printing 

a spectacular book 
and enjoying the journey >



Regardless if you DIY or
Hire a Pro, it’s important
to understand the basics



 Adobe Indesign for page layout with the
supporting Photoshop and Illustrator

Design 
Software

use industry recommended 



Check that your SPECIFICATIONS match your quote1.
Get your hands on PANTONE swatches2.
Pick your PAPER and FINISHES early on3.
Use 300dpi quality images 4.
Be mindful of BLEED and TYPE SAFETY 5.
Abide by LAYOUT DESIGN core principles6.
PROOFREAD, proofread, then proofread again! 7.

USE OUR 7 POINT CHECKLIST



Work to the QUOTED specifications of your project 

Page Count 
Page Size
Color Management - RGB, CMYK and PMS
Features you want to include 

1.



CMYK
CYAN | MAGENTA | YELLOW | BLACK

RGB - color you see on
digital devices/monitor

CMYK - standard used 
        for printing on paper

Pantone Matching
System (PMS)

       

RGB
RED | GREEN | BLUE

Quick Explainer



 POPULAR COVER FEATURES 

SPOT GLOSS GOLD FOIL EMBOSS DEBOSS



2
Have a set of PANTONE swatch books handy

 for reference when selecting your color scheme



3
Decide  on the PAPER 

and FINISHES you want to use



Make sure all your
supporting graphics are at
the correct resolution at
actual size

300dpi is the minimum recommended
resolution for the best output quality 

4



5
Make sure the correct BLEED and TYPE SAFETY 

is accounted for



bleed
crop marks/trim

type
safety



6
Get to understand the principles of LAYOUT DESIGN 



PROOFREAD. Proofread. Proofread.

7



What            To Do
4 tips to avoid common book formatting & printing mistakes!

NOT 



COMMON MISTAKE #1
Using software other than ADOBE 

What NOT To Do



CANVA is great for IDEATION!

BUT may not be great for preparing files for print production



We’ve had a few clients use CANVA successfully BUT errors can

sometimes be discovered at the physical proofing/print stage

requiring tweaks or in some cases a complete re-build of the files



COMMON MISTAKE #2
Not adhering to the principles of layout design - it's so important to make
sure your book is easy to read and appeals to your audience. 
 

What NOT To Do



3 Common Mistakes We See From DIYers:

Using fonts that are too small, too big, or too scripty
 challenging for young readers

Text that is over illustrations 
very difficult to read once printed

Not leaving enough space between lines or the right
distance around illustrations

placing text too close to the margins so cut off when printed
can be subtle but impacts sell-ability 



COMMON MISTAKE #3
Expecting printed colors to look like they do on screen 



Many authors work only on
a computer screen 

Use physical color swatches or print

out your files so you can see how

color looks on paper



COMMON MISTAKE #4
Expecting the finished copies to look exactly like the bound proof 
OR like a book you've printed elsewhere 

What NOT To Do



DIGITAL PROOF vs FINAL PRODUCT
                            Slight Differences 

Proof intended to... 

 help you spot errors 

give you a physical product for a pre-sales

campaign

TIP: Keep a copy of your FINAL printed book so

you can share if you choose a new printer for

future print runs 



TIME & MONEY
to OFFSET print your book >



2 TYPES OF PRINTING

OFFSET 
(that’s us) 

POD 
(digital)

BULK printing overseas
Minimum order = 300
Custom features are possible
Best price/book

as qty increases your price/book
decreases
takes longer to produce

Print as needed 
Minimum order = 1
Standard size & features
Higher price/book

price/book doesn’t change much
                 regardless of qty

fast turnaround



COST COMPARISON

OFFSET QUOTE(MCRL Overseas) 

500 = $6.95 
1000 = $3.95

*ALL IN PRICING

POD QUOTE(INGRAMSPARK) 

500 = $8.65
1000 = $8.04

8" x 10" hardcover picture book | 24 pages | 80lb paper | 120 pt cover | 4 color

PRICING BASED ON OUR MARCH 2024 WIP WORKSHOP



THE MORE YOU PRINT
Higher The Profit Margin 

OFFSET PRINTING: 

More Books Less $/Book



 Place Your Order
SEND US YOUR PRINT FILES, 

1

2

3

4

Receive Physical Proof
HOW LONG YOU TAKE TO APPROVE
THE PROOF VARIES

Deliver to Your Door
TIMING DEPENDS ON LOCATION. 

QUOTES INCLUDE SEA SHIPMENT. 
NEED FAST?  WE CAN SPLIT AND SHIP

SMALL # BY AIR.

Prepare for
Production

YOUR BOOK IS SCHEDULED FOR
PRODUCTION 

Our Printing 
Timeline

2 WEEKS

2 WEEKS

4-8 WEEKS

TOTAL ELAPSED TIME = 8-12 WEEKS
FROM APPROVAL OF QUOTE
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OUR SERVICES
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ALL-IN QUOTE1.
no surprise invoices

includes shipping, duty, customs and taxes 

2. PERSONAL TOUCHES 
we can print almost anything you can dream up

personal service from our printing experts

3. PROJECT MANAGEMENT/LOGISTICS
if you are new to printing...you don’t know, what
you don’t know
we handle all the details



GET $100 OFF!!



mcrlprinting.com/wps/
1. REQUEST A QUOTE 
      
2. Enter ALEXA in the comments section for 
$100 OFF your first print run with us

Download our two WIP Webinar slides at

https://www.mcrlprinting.com/wps/




myluggy.com/pages/fall-giveaway



QUESTIONS?
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mcrlprinting.commore resources at 




